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Wanganui Cycling Club Inc - Annual General Meeting 29 April 2018 

President’s Report  

The past year for the Wanganui Cycling Club is best described as a ‘holding pattern’. 

Membership has plateaued, and average race-day numbers are down on last year. However, 

our financial position remains strong. While the 2017 Financial Statements show the Club 

has posted another deficit, this is largely due to the non-cash impact of depreciation. Funds 

(cash) on-hand has remained relatively steady, and the bar continues to be profitable. A 

focus on minimising costs has helped sustain our position, but a lift in membership and/or 

race day numbers is required if the Club is to improve its financial position and be able to 

support future development programmes and/or events. Our costs for the use of the 

velodrome have fallen significantly (now $1000 + GST), as the day-to-day management of 

the velodrome is now back with the Council.   

We haven’t run any major events over the past 12 months – with the frustrating 

cancellation of the 2018 River City Wheelrace carnival due to inclement weather. A huge 

amount of work by Ron and Cath wasted. Yet another example of a major track event not 

able to be delivered because of a lack of a roof! However, a better overall summer did mean 

a consistent track training programme was possible and some new young faces coming 

along to ride. Thanks (again) to Ron and Adam (and helpers) for their on-going commitment 

at the track.  

The velodrome development project is progressing, albeit more slowly than anyone would 

want. That reflects the reality of the time/effort required in securing the required funding. 

Regional funding is an important part of the project, and Horizons Regional Council are 

currently seeking public views on establishing a Regional Facilities Fund, with the velodrome 

development identified as the first project on the books. Please take the time to support the 

proposal by submitting online at http://haveyoursay.horizons.govt.nz. Submissions close 30 April 

2018.   

Club representatives have been engaging with the Raise the Velo Roof Team as the design 

work for the velodrome development proceeds. The design will have a major impact on our 

clubrooms, so we are working to ensure the Club’s needs are appropriately reflected in the 

development proposal. It’s important that the Club retain its status with the Council as the 

primary user of the velodrome ahead of the re-development project. I expect this will 

position the Club at the ‘front of the queue’ when it comes to securing our desired 

dates/times for track training and events once the upgraded facility is available for use. 

This year the Clubs in the West Coast North Island region have got together (finally) to run 

an Interclub series. Wanganui riders have done well in the first two races, but Club entries 

have been disappointingly low. Our Club is hosting the final race on Sunday 13 May – so this 

is a call to action. We can take out the series provided we field good numbers across all 

grades.  

Whanganui City will again host the NZ Master Games – scheduled for 1-10 February 2019. 

Running the road and track cycling events is a tradition for the Club, but we will need plenty 
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of Club members and volunteers to pitch in and help (for those not competing). I expect a 

sub-committee will be established later in the year, so don’t please shy away if you’re 

invited to be part of the organising committee.  

Sustaining our Club and expanding its focus requires people power, and this year we again 

struggled at times. With half of the current committee stepping down at the AGM, it’s an 

opportunity for new blood and new ideas. Becoming a member of the Committee is a great 

way to get involved and give back. I know people are busy and it’s hard to dedicate the sort 

of time being an effective Committee member entails – but most of us are in this position. In 

addition, a contribution of time from everyone else throughout the year will help spread the 

load and ensure the Club continues to function well. 

A lot goes into the running of the Club – much of it behind the scenes and largely unnoticed 

by most members. So I take this opportunity to thank the Committee, and acknowledge the 

contribution of outgoing members Cherie, Margie, Kerry, Blair and Gaelyn. Huge thanks to 

Margie for her work as Treasurer and race-day sign-on/timing champion, and to Dean for his 

on-going admin/website work and race-day assistance. A big ‘thank you’ to our sponsors – 

Velo Ronny’s; Eyes on Victoria, Pita Pit and Yellow House Cafe – and also to all those others 

who have given their time and resources to the Club over the past 12 months. As always, 

the ongoing future of the Club is in the hands of you - its members. 

 

 

Ross McNeil 

President 
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